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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify the relationship between the countermeasures of JNR slack local
lines by the Japanese Government and the shift processes of its line in the case of the Chihoku line, which
had only been able to continue as the Hokkaido Chihoku Kogen Railway, one of the four long-distance
lines in Hokkaido. After the Abashiri main line running between Ikeda and Abashiri was constructed in
1912, it changed to the Chihoku line between Ikeda and Kitami to replace the Sekihoku main line
between Kitami and Abashiri in 1961. The number of passengers reached a peak from the latter half of
the 1950s to the early 1960s on the Chihoku line (Abashiri main line) . Its passengers and freight had
mostly come from Kitami rather than Ikeda since the 1910s, but differences in each zone had been
extending by degrees. Although the actual number of passengers in 1982 was higher than in the prewar
period, freight tonnage was radically reduced in the 1980s. Since it had long been the leading rail line in
terms of transport density, average distance traveled, and low operation ratio, it was concluded that it
could continue to operate as a railway by abridging the labor charges. The Hokkaido prefectural
government recommended this and decided to continue it as a railway by joint public-private venture in

1988.

Keywords: Hokkaido prefectural government, JNR slack local line, Chihoku line, four long-distance

lines in Hokkaido, Hokkaido Chihoku Kogen Railway
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