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Summary

Chibayakata-Yotsugi-Zodan:
A Review of the Subject and Transliteration (Part 1)

Kazunori NAKAO

A continuation of my previous study in Memoirs of Nara University No.47, this paper is a transliteration
of Chibayakata-Yotsugi-Zodan, first published in 1812, with brief commentary added.

Since 1809, Bakin has written many works using the dramatic scripts and devices in Kabuki and Joruri
to keep pace with Santo Kyoden. However, in this work that method has not been adopted. Rather, it is
depicted as a historical drama centering on domestic squabble.

In addition, this work confirms the relationship with Nanso-Satomi-Hakkenden, first published in 1814-
1842. For example, Makuwari Jibunoshin, the regent of the Chiba family, has been recast as Makuwari
Daiki. Likewise, in this work Yoritane, the head of the family, is depicted as a good monarch who revives
the Chiba family by defeating the bad retainers. On the other hand, Yoritane is depicted as an
“unenlightened warlord” manipulated by bad retainers in Hakkenden. Such shifts in the negative and
positive representations of historical figures are noteworthy points of consideration in Bakin’s novel, which

advocates moral purpose.

Keywords: Kyokutei Bakin (1767-1848), Gokan (one type of illustrated novel), Chiba Family, Fox
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