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Summary

Since 2013, specialists of cultural properties, history, national literature and geoinformatics
belonging to Nara University have been attempting to construct a digital archive of a collection
of Nobuaki Kitamura (1907-1999), who was a photographer, writer, and journalist. The collection
was donated to Nara University by his bereaved family in 2000. One part of the collection, dry
plates, includes photos of one Nara hundred years ago landscapes from important to understand
late modern culture and nature in Nara City. Additionally, it is interesting to note that he took
some photos of historical figures including Japanese royal families. This paper introduces the on-

going project at Nara University developing low-cost digitizing methods for these dry plates.

In this project, a tablet device was used as a substitution of a light box, and a mirrorless
interchangeable-lens camera (MILC) was used as a digitizing device. By using a set of these
ordinary-looking devices with three workers, more than three hundred old dry plates were
duplicated in about 13 hours in total. In this project, many processes of post-production, such
as metadata extraction and raw image processing, were automated by utilizing open-source

technologies.

Key words: Kitamura Collection, Dry Plates, Digitizing
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