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Summary

In this paper, I want to point out the limitation of social and historical
investigations of Shinran’s view on the evil one. It is my opinion that
Shinran’s interpretations on the evil cne have been made from two stand-
points: from the standpoint of Tathigata’s compassion, and from the
standpoint of aspirant’s faith. Then, the judgement of good and evil from
the standpoint of Tathagata’s compassion are made on the relative level,
On the contrary, the judgement of I-am-evil from the standpoint of aspirant’s
faith are made on the absolute level, and this judgement goes beyond the
domain of dichotomy; ie., good and evil.

In recent studies of Shinran thought, various observations from the social
and historical standpoints have been done on the problem of how to
understand the term “evil one”. But, those observations could reach only
Shinran’s interpretation from the standpoint of Tathiagata’s compassion.
However, they failed to clarify the interpretation from the standpoint of
aspirant’s faith.



