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Abstract

Consideration about “Sparrow Battles”

Norio MURAKAMI

This paper discusses a phenomenon called “sparrow battle” in which sparrows flock and fight. Sparrow
battles are a common habit of sparrows, as they enter the roost in groups after the autumn. However, since
the early modern period it can only be found in the literature around Edo. A letter from Enshu, which first
named this phenomenon “battle,” was disseminated in Edo. As a result, the collective action of sparrows
that occurred in Edo in 1832 was understood as a “battle.” The regional bias of information is the reason

why the areas where sparrow battles are reported were biased.

Keywords: sparrow battle, animal war, letter, Kyokutei Bakin
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