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Charlotte Link's Mystery Novels:
Reading Popular Fiction as a Cultural Text

Kaori YOKOYAMA
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Helena) 7SHM S 7z, ZOfEE &, H—RKIERKEDS N4V EKE—E T2 HRII=R0
Wb RO &) Z8E (Surmzeit-Trilogie) T TIXEER/NGL2 TH D (1991 £TI4T
@ [##5) (Schattenspiel) %< ).

—JF. 1997 SE D [lfikD K] (Das Haus der Schwestern) Tld, T E XLk 75 v
ADTFERPAAL v eroTHBY . ZOTWBDITHMOREL/NFUITT N DIkd %25, BROFFH
COBEORBFEICELI > THIERIENDL EWVIHERIZE > T, 3 271 — (Kriminalroman,
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Cromwells Traum oder Die schone Helena. Rowohlt, 1985

Wenn die Liebe nicht endet. Rowohlt, 1986

Die Sterne von Marmalon. Goldmann, 1987

Verbotene Wege. Goldmann, 1987

Sturmzeit. (Sturmzeit-Trilogie 1) Blanvalet, 1989

Schattenspiel. Blanvalet, 1991

Wilde Lupinen. (Sturmzeit-Trilogie 2) Blanvalet, 1992

Die Stunde der Erben. (Sturmzeit-Trilogie 3) Blanvalet, 1994

Die Siinde der Engel. Goldmann, 1996

*Das Haus der Schwestern. Blanvalet, 1997 (FIER [WigkOR] FEHA &0 FR. S54SR, 2010 4F)

*Der Verehrer. Goldmann, 1998

Die Rosenziichterin. Blanvalet, 2000

Die Téiuschung. Goldmann, 2002

*Am Ende des Schweigens. Blanvalet, 2003 (FFER [TEEROR Tl (RIFE TR AICIEHSCE. 2014
1)

Der fremde Gast. Goldmann, 2005

Die Insel: Eine unheimliche Geschichte. Rowohlt, 2006

Das Echo der Schuld. Blanvalet, 2006

Die letzte Spur: Goldmann, 2008 (R [ZREEE ] (EH& TR0 BITTHEESTE. 2017 4F)

*Das andere Kind. Blanvalet, 2009

Der Beobachter. Blanvalet, 2012

Im Tal des Fuchses. Blanvalet, 2012

*Die Betrogene. (Kate-Linville-Reihe 1) Blanvalet, 2015 GFRER [Z280 0 | GRHMTER) AITcHERL S
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Die Entscheidung. Blanvalet, 2016
Die Suche. (Kate-Linville-Reihe 2) Blanvalet, 2018
Ohne Schuld. (Kate-Linville-Reihe 3) Blanvalet, 2020
Einsame Nacht. (Kate-Linville-Reihe 4) Blanvalet, 2022

[Fid]
Sechs Jahre: Der Abschied von meiner Schwester. Blanvalet, 2014
(v > 77 5V bANE] (20 =X 1~ 3141990 48, 1) — X 413 1991 412 Liibbe > 5FIfF & st ) ¥
TS 5 A VR ZEE L THIR.)
Mitternachtspicknick. (Reiterhof Eulenburg 1) Boje, 2010
Diamantenraub. (Reiterhof Eulenburg 2) Boje, 2010
Gefiihrlicher Sommer. (Reiterhof Eulenburg 3) Boje, 2010
Mondscheingefliister. (Reiterhof Eulenburg 4) Boje, 2010
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A. Das Haus der Schwestern®) (1997) (LLF HS, [HilitRko5])
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B. Der Verehrer (1998) (LLUF DV, [£4F& 0])
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C. Am Ende des Schweigens'’ (2003) (LLF ES, [tEEOHRT])
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Summary
Charlotte Link’s Mystery Novels:
Reading Popular Fiction as a Cultural Text

Charlotte Link (1963-) is one of the most successful and best-selling authors in Germany. This article
discusses her five mystery novels, focusing on the female characters. Link realistically portrays the
women’s negative emotions such as anger, hatred, loneliness, and despair as they face problems in their
relationships, feel lonely, and live with internal scars. These negative feelings arise, however, because
they, as women, are bound by the social norms of modern society. This includes such things as the idea
that loneliness is shameful, or that happiness can be attained through being loved by someone.

At the same time, however, their attempts to free themselves from these shackles are also described in
Link’s novels. These descriptions of the psychology and emotions of the characters are "superfluous" to
the main plot, but they are so realistic that they trigger the reader’s emotional involvement in the text. In
this paper, I read Link's works as a cultural text from a gender perspective and demonstrate one possible

method for popular fiction studies.

Keywords: Charlotte Link, best-selling novels in Germany, female characters, emotional realism,

cultural text
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