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Abstract

In this article, we will discuss the relevance of Mingei (folk craft as defined by Soetsu Yanagi) to the
contemporary world, by tracing the basic thoughts of Yanagi’s Mingei philosophy. In the Mingei theory, a
particular emphasis is placed on the beauty of ordinary household craft ware that is to be directly and
intuitively perceived. However, intuitive beauty is not all there is to Mingei craft ware. For one thing,
those craftworks have various meaningful references for humans, other than direct beauty. Additionally,
there is beauty that is not intuitive, i.e., beauty that can only be grasped by knowing those references.
Mingei craftworks are also such that they make us forge intimate relations with various aspects of the
world, by our using them with our hands and bodies. Mingei craft ware invites us to live our lives, as it
were, more “authentically” by the whole complex of its beauty, references, and utility. Although it thus
embodies some root values of human existence, its survival into the future is in grave danger. While
Mingei reveals many values to us, it simultaneously gives us a challenge as to how we should choose to

live in this age of relentless “progress”.

Keywords: Mingei, intuited beauty, references of craft ware, cultural meaning, intimacy.



